Source of material 5.3 kg of dried powder of the whole herb of Rabdosia nervosa 'Hemsl) were soaked three times with 95 % EtOH at room tempei ature. Solvent was removed by evaporation at reduced pressure, the residue was successively fractioned with EtOAc and nBuOH. The residue of EtOAc fraction was subjected to column chromatography over silica gel. The column was eluted with petroleum ether/EtOAc mixture. The crude compound was purified by column chromatography on silica gel with acetone/chloroform mixture to obtain pure compound. Crystals suitable for X-ray structure analysis were obtained by slow evaporation from isopropyl alcohol water solution at room temperature.
Discussion
The molecule is composed of five six-membered rings and one five-membered ring. The cyclohexane ring A (C1/C11-C15) adopts the chair conformation with puckering parameters [1] Q = 0.536(5) Â, θ = 166.8(5) and φ = 23(2)°. The ring Β (C1/C2/C8-C11) exists in a boat conformation (β = 0.846(4) Â, θ = 96.3 (3) and φ = 172.9(3)°), ring C (C2-C5/C18/C8) adopts the boat conformation (Ö = 0.836(5) Â,0 = 99.1(3) and φ = 57.8(3)°), ring D (017/C9-C11/C1/C16) adopts the boat conformation (β = 0.830(4) Â, θ = 92.1(3) andp = 250.3(3)°), ring E (017/C9/C8/ C2/C1/C16) adopts the boat conformation (β = 0.817(4) À, θ = 88.7(3) and φ = 58.6(3)°). The five-membered ring F (C5-C8/C18) adopts an envelope conformation with C18 displaced by 0.742 (5) Â from the mean plane of the remaining four atoms. Ring F is named conjugated a-methylenecyclo-pentanone. It has been found that the a-methylenecyclo-pentanone in the Rabdosia diterpenes is highly reactive toward sulfhydryl groups essential to enzyme function [2] , It is believed that the steric strain within the five-membered ring helps to increase the reactivity of the conjugated double bond [3] . 
